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I International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/013370 



L o£^^Srti^ POn iS ^ ° n *" «■ *e language in which it was filed, unless 

D wjffi* - .anguage . 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 1(b)) 
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publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
LJ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
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1 on* are not annexed to this report): invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 

L] The international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

P^s _ i 16 

4 v , as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 



the claims: 



_ received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 
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I ] the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 
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received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



. as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 
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the drawings, sheets/figs _ 

the sequence listing (specify)- 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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1 (Rule 70 2(c)) ^s.dered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

the description, pages 
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the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 
C]] the sequence listing (specify): 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1) . The following document represents the closest prior 

art : 

. Dl: EP-A-0 987 261 (DAICEL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD) 
22 March 2000 (2000-03-22) . 

2) . Novelty is recognized in relation to Dl since the 

claimed method is a one-step method. Dl describes a 
two-step method. 

3) . Dl presents the closest prior art. 

The problem to be solved: providing an alternative method 
of producing dialdehyde monoacetals. 



Whether the final compound is obtained through a one-step 
or a two-step method cannot be considered crucial because 
a person skilled in the art knows that the reaction takes 
place. 



The applicant argues that the method according to the 
invention has an economic advantage and should therefore 
be recognized as involving an inventive step. 

VormPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) ' 
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This argument is not convincing, for an economic problem 
is not a technical problem. An inventive step can only be 
recognized when a .technical solution is proposed for a 
technical problem. 

In the absence of an advantageous effect, inventive step 
cannot be recognized. 

4) . There are no objections with regard to industrial 
applicability. 
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